
UU Church of Columbia, MO  
“Blessing of the Animals” 

October 2, 2022 
 

Welcome  
 
Prelude - Kristen Ford 
 
Opening Words - “The Calling of the Creatures” by Ian Riddell 
 
Opening Hymn - “All God’s Critters Got A Place in the Choir” 
 
Chorus: All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wire 
And some just clap their hands, or paws or anything they got now 
 
Listen to the bass, it's the one on the bottom 
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus 
Moans and groans with a big to do 
And old cow just goes 'moo' 
 
Well the dogs and the cats they take up the middle 
The honeybee hums and the crickets fiddle 
The donkey brays and the pony neighs 
The old coyote howls 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Listen to the top where the little bird sings 
The melody with the high voice ringing 
The hoot owl hollers over everything 
And the jaybird disagrees 
 
Singing in the nighttime, singing in the day 
The little duck quacks and he's on his way 
The 'possum don't have much to say 



And the porcupine talks to herself 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Everybody here is a part of the plan 
We all get to play in the great critter band 
From the eagle in the sky to the whale in the sea 
It's one great symphony 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Chalice Lighting & Words of Affirmation  

 

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its law; 
this is our great covenant: 
to dwell together in peace, 

to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
 

Centering Song – “Loosen Loosen” by Aly Halpert 
 

Loosen, loosen baby.  
You don’t have to carry 
 the weight of the world  

in your muscles and bones.  
Let go, let go, let go. 

 
Holy breath and holy name,  

will you ease, will you ease this pain? 
 

Centering Moment - “We Give Thanks for the Animals” by Gary Kowalski 
 
Interlude - Kristen Ford 
 
Stones of Joy & Sorrow 
 
Joys & Sorrows Prayer 
 



Reading - “When Your Best Friend Has Four or So Legs” by Theresa Ninán Soto 
 

Remembrance of Animals Now Gone  
 
Hymn  #123 – “Spirit of Life”  
 

Spirit of life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea. 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 

Roots hold me close, wings set me free. 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

 
Animal Blessing 

 
Reading – “Conferring a Blessing” from Gilead by Marilynne Robinson 
 
Collective Blessing 
 
Offertory - Kristen Ford 

 
Give by text to 573-405-1202 

General collection: Enter amount, with or without a dollar sign 
Pledge: Enter amount, then a space, then the word pledge 

Or give online at https://uucomo.org/give/ 
 
Closing Words 
 
Benediction 

Now on leaving one another, 
may we give of hand and heart.  
Let us share our benediction,  

lovingly before we part. 


