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Welcome  
 
Prelude – “What Is to Come” written and performed by Violet Vonder Haar 
 
Opening Words – Words from Rev. Susan Manker-Seale 
 
*Centering Song – “I Rise Up”  

 
I rise up  

In every way  
That feels right  
In my own soul 

 
Chalice Lighting & Words of Affirmation  

 
Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its law; 

this is our great covenant: 
to dwell together in peace, 

to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
 
Centering Moment – Jamila Batchelder 
 
Stones of Joy & Sorrow 
 
  



Children Are Invited to Their Classes 
 

Live in joy, go in peace 
Hold all our love as we part 

Live in joy, go in peace 
Hold all our love in your heart 

 
Joys & Sorrows Prayer 
 
*Hymn #113 – “Where Is Our Holy Church?” 
 

Where is our holy church? 
Where race and class unite 

as equal persons in the search 
for beauty, truth, and right. 

 
Where is our holy writ? 
Where’er a human heart 

a sacred torch of truth has lit, 
by inspiration taught. 

 
Where is our holy One? 
A mighty host respond; 

the people rise in every land 
to break the captive’s bond. 

 
Where is our holy land? 
Within the human soul, 

wherever free minds truly seek 
with character the goal. 

 
Where is our paradise? 

In aspiration’s sight, 
wherein we hope to see 

arise ten thousand years of right. 



 
Readings – Nehemiah 4:15-18a and “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost 
 
Musical Interlude – “Back to the Heart” written and performed by Violet Vonder 
Haar 
  
Sermon – “Risking Theological Openness” George Grimm-Howell, Intern 
Minister  
  
*Hymn #145 – “As Tranquil Streams” 
 

As tranquil streams that meet and merge and flow as one to seek the sea, 
our kindred hearts and minds unite to build a church that shall be free — 

 
Free from the bonds that bind the mind to narrow thought and lifeless creed; 

free from a social code that fails to serve the cause of human need: 
 

A freedom that reveres the past, but trusts the dawning future more; 
and bids the soul, in search of truth, adventure boldly and explore. 

 
Prophetic church, the future waits your liberating ministry; 

go forward in the power of love, proclaim the truth that makes us free. 
 

 
Offertory – “Not Too Late” written and performed by Violet Vonder Haar 
 

Our April Faith to Action Recipients are Missouri Rural Crisis &  
Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 

 
Give by text to 573-405-1202 

General collection: Enter amount, with or without a dollar sign 
Pledge: Enter amount, then a space, then the word pledge 

Or give online at https://uucomo.org/give/ 
 
Closing Words – Words from Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom 



Benediction 
Now on leaving one another, 

may we give of hand and heart.  
Let us share our benediction,  

lovingly before we part. 
 

* Please stand or remain seated as you feel most comfortable. 
 

 
Is there a way we can make our worship service or community more accessible to 
you? Let us know. Email the minister at minister@uucomo.org or call 442-5764.  
 
Church Staff: Rev. Molly Housh Gordon, Minister; April Rodeghero, Church 
Administrator; Jamila Batchelder, Director of Religious Education; Violet Vonder 
Haar, Director of Music Ministry; Phylshawn Johnson, Sound Technician; George 
Grimm-Howell, Intern Minister 
 


